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:■ V'ii -The objective of these studies is to investigate the immune reactions 
to lung carcinoma. It is expected that in addition to a better understanding 
the immune reactions, specific antigens and/or antibodies will be detected that 
’’ -.•could be used in the diagnosis of these tumors. 

' $A\. ; -The possibility that antigenic components similar to those of epidermis 

might be released by squamous cell carcinomas of the lungs and that specific : '~£*SI 
antibodies against them might be formed during the growth of these tumors is • 
’./•’being investigated. This study uses indirect immunofluorescence and complement J&j 
fixation tests for parallel investigations, and includes sera of patients with . 

. " squamous and nonsquamous carcinomas of the lung, with squamous and nonsquamous -■ r ^g 
, carcinomas of other organs, and with various inflammatory lesions as well as serais 
of normal controls. -Vya 


: Extensive screening of sera will be conducted including those of • 

patients with squamous and nonsquamous tumors of the lung, with squamous and 
nonsquamous tumors of other organs, and with non-neoplastic conditions, as well 
as sera of normal controls. Increasing the number of cases in each category is 
very important at this stage in order to fully assess the significance of these IS 

autoantibodies. The results of the screenings in complement fixation and indirect. 

* immunofluorescence tests will be correlated with a careful analysis of patient's 
history as well as with the presence of other serum antibodies such as antinuclear . Jill 




antibodies and antiblood group antibodies. 
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